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• 
A Celebration of 
the Life of 
RICHARD CASSILL Y 
December 14, 1927 - January 30, 1998 
When I hear music I fear no danger, I am invulnerable, I see no foe. 
I am related to the earliest times, and to the latest. 
Thoreau 
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• 
Wednesday, February 4, 1998 at 2:30 p.m. 
Marsh Chapel 
735 Commonwealth Avenue 
PRELUDE 
In Paradisum 
Arioso 
Sinfonia from Cantata BWV 156 
Henri Mulet 
(1878-1967) 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
( 1685-1750) 
J.S. Bach 
S~mual Barber 
(1910-1981) 
Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 
Adagio for Strings, Op. 11 
Chorale Preludes, Op. 122 
Adagio in D-nat major 
Jeffrey Brody, organ 
Introduction and Welcome 
Franz Liszt • (1811-1886) 
•Marushia., 
Robert Watt Thornburg 
Dttm of Marsh Chapel 
Irish Air 
Recorded at the Arthur Godfrey Talent Show, 1954 
Opening Thoughts 
Ave Venun Corpus 
Dr. Margaret Kornfeld 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756-1791) 
Bryon Grohman, conductor 
Diane Richardson, pu,no 
Phyllis Curtin, Dean Emerita, School for the Arts 
0 Rest in the Lord 
from Elijah 
Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-1847) 
Claudia Catania, mezzo -sopr11no 
Ric Cassilly 
• 
• 
• 
If with all your hearts 
from Elijah 
Bryon Grohman, tenor 
Diane Richardson, piano 
Nessun donna 
from Turandot 
David Harper 
F. Mendelssohn 
Giacomo Puccini 
(1858-1924) 
Recorded with the Houston Symphony Orchestra, 1957 
Ganymed (Goethe) 
Norman Kelly 
Jan ~Jach, bass baritone 
Diane Richardson, piano 
Ron della Chiesa 
How lovely is thy dwelling place 
from Ein Deutsches Requiem 
Byron Grohman, conductor 
Diane Richardson, piano 
Chester Ludgin 
'Tis the Last Rose of Summer 
Ann Guiney, soprano 
Jeffrey Brody, organ 
Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 
Johannes Brahms 
(1833-1897) 
Traditional Irish 
Oosing Remarks Robert Watt Thornburg 
Margaret Kornfeld 
Blessing of the Congregation . 
Winterstiirme 
from Die Walkiire 
Richard Wagner 
(1813-1833) 
Recorded with the Boston University Symphony Orchestra, 1993 
POSUUDE 
Wenn wir in hochsten Noten sein 
Jeffrey Brody, organ 
May the road rise to meet you 
May the wind be always at your back 
The sun shine warm upon your face 
A breath of spring yours to embrace 
The rain fall soft upon your field 
The gift of love to you revealed 
Until we meet again 
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
Irish Blessing 
RICHARD B. CASSnLY 
J.S. Bach 
• 
Richard Cassilly made his professional debut with the Pittsburgh Symphony 
under William Steinberg in Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, after which he 
joined the cast of the original production of Menotti's The Saint of Bleeker 
Street. These successes led to an invitation to join the New York City Opera, 
where he sang many diversified leading tenor roles which laid the foundation 
for his repertoire, which included over fifty-five leading roles. During this 
time he became a favorite of most opera houses in North America, returning. 
often to sing Radames in Aida, Cavaradossi in Tosca, Manrico in 11 Trovator 
and in one season alone, he sang Don Jose in ten different productions of 
Carmen in ten different cities. It was then that his reputation was established 
as one of the great singing actors. 
Mr. Cassilly made his European debut in Geneva in a production of 
Stutemeister's Raskolnikov and was heralded as a great new heldentenor. He 
was engaged as a leading man with the Deutsche Oper, Berlin; and the 
Hamburgische Staatsoper. The city of Hamburg awarded him the coveted 
title of Kammersinger for his outstanding contributions to opera. During this 
European tenure he enjoyed great successes at the Royal Opera House Covent 
Garden for eleven consecutive seasons in fourteen different productions, as well 
as productions at La Scala, Milan; the Paris Opera, Vienna, Munich and other 
major cities of Europe . 
While still a member of the Hamburg Opera Ensemble, Mr. Cassilly made his 
ropolitan Opera debut as Radames in Aida. Upon his return to the United 
,es in 1978, he sang the title roles of Tannhauser, Tristan und Isolde, Peter 
Grimes, Otello, Samson et Dalila, I Pagliacci and Oedipus Rex, as well as Don 
Jose in Carmen, Jimmy Mahoney in Mahagonny, Aegisth in Elektra, Captain 
Vere in Billy Bud, the Drum Major in Wozzeck, and Herode in Salome. 
Richard Cassilly appeared frequently on television in productions of Otello, 
and Peter Grimes, for CBS; Die Meistersinger, Fidelio, and Wozzeck for NOR; 
Otello for the BBC; and The Saint of Bleeker Street for NBC. He was seen in 
the title role of Tannhauser and as Jimmy Mahoney in Mahagonny on the PBS 
national telecasts, Live from the MET. 
A charter member of The Sin~rs' Hall of Fame. Mr. Cassilly was Professor of 
Voice at Boston University since 1982, and a member of NA 1S (National 
Association of Teachers of Singing). He was a faculty member of BASOTI (Bay 
Area Summer Opera Theatre Institute) and gave masterclasses throughout the 
United States. 
Born in Washington, D.C.; he studied under Hans Heinz at Peabody 
Conservatory of Music and was inspired and coached by Rosa Ponselle. 
Cassilly is survived by his wife, Patricia Craig Cassilly, two brothers (Robert 
and Peter); two sisters (Francesca Morse and Catherine Crahan); seven 
children (Helen, Margaret, Charlotte, Richard, Patrick, Michael and Philip); 
seven grandchildren and Helen Koliopulos Cassilly, the mother of his seven 
children. 
Mr. Cassilly was a dedicated teacher and mentor to hundreds of students . In 
E owers, contributions can be sent to support his favorite project, the Program. Contributions will be used for talented opera students and be sent to: BASOTI, C/0 Ms. Sylvia Anderson, 123 Nantucket Cove, San 
Raphael, CA 95901. 
